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Process Paper

I chose this topic because plastic pollution is becoming a huge problem, but it is actually a very useful
material that has helped us as humans cross countless frontiers, making things possible that were not
possible before. I did my science fair project on global climate change and ocean acidification and I
learned that ever since the industrial revolution, people have been creating so much waste and pollution. I
am passionate about the environment and making sure that the planet is still habitable for future
generations. When plastic began to be mass produced around WWII, a frontier in history was crossed. For
a long time companies wanted consumers to believe that plastic was recyclable, however that myth has
recently been debunked.

I found my information on the internet and in books and documentaries. My favorite primary source is a
video called The Kingdom of Plastics made in 1945 teaching about the amazing new product called
plastic and showing its many uses. My favorite secondary source is the Susan Freinkel book Plastic: A
Toxic Love Story. My perspective changed a lot because nowadays people are talking about how bad
plastic is all the time, but I gained a better understanding of all of the good and amazing things about
plastics.

I chose to make a website because it is the category I am most familiar with because I made a website in
Web Central in 5th grade. I think that there are a lot of interesting and impactful pictures to go along with
my research that make a good website. I planned for the construction of my website and essay by getting
help from my teacher, my mom, and my friend’s mom to start the essay and to set up my website.

My thesis is that the invention and wide scale manufacturing of plastics has helped mankind cross
countless frontiers in history, changing our world forever. The invention of plastic gave rise to two
important frontiers: the robust and flourishing consumer society we have today, and advanced medical
technology. However, as with all new frontiers, the mass production of plastics came with unknowns and
plastics are now causing immense damage to the planet. My historical argument is that even though
plastics have done harm to the environment, plastics initially took pressure off of natural and animal
resources.

The legacy of plastics is that although it was a wonderful material with many amazing uses we now need
to figure out ways to use less of it, and replace it with biodegradable options, because it is ruining the
environment. The impact of plastics on the environment is becoming harder to undo as humans cling to
the material embedded in our life. This topic is relevant today because people are seeing the devastating
effects and trying to come up with solutions.
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